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Introduction to Research

Course Outline

Welcome to Introduction to Research! This unique course will introduce you 
to research techniques and methods that will help you to explore your most 
creative ideas! Throughout this year, we will reawaken the curiosity you had 
about your world when you were a child. We will have a lot of fun, while also 
working hard to prepare for 2 long term science projects:
· Toshiba Exploravision Competition

· Annual 9th Grade Science Fair 

Supplies
· Pens/pencils & paper (create a separate section in your science binder for Research)

· External USB drive for saving projects

· Special projects will require additional materials to be purchased at a later date (tri-fold board, construction paper, etc)

Expectations
1. Arrive on time to class with all necessary materials and be seated ready to work when the bell rings.  

2. One person speaks at a time.  

3. Be respectful of yourself, other people, their property, and the classroom.
4. Remain seated and on task until you are dismissed by the teacher, not the bell.
Grades
Because you have established yourself as an “A” student, we expect you will do all of your work well. This course is a gateway course to prepare you for acceptance into Advanced Science Research or Research Mentorship Program, which you must be recommended for. Since we want to optimize your creativity, you will earn a grade of Pass or Fail for each quarter. This grade will be determined by your daily productivity and timely completion of assignments.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Signatures:  I have read and understand these expectations and procedures and I will do my best to be a cooperative member of our class.
____________________________           ________________________

   ____________

(Print student’s name)

        (Student signature)

             (Date)

____________________________           ________________________

   ____________

 (Print parent’s name)

        (Parent signature)

             (Date)

________________________________________              ______________________________________ 
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________________________________________        Student Email Address (NEATLY PRINT)
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   September 2011
Dear Parent/Guardian and Student,

Welcome! This course, Living Environment, is a laboratory science course required by New York State, culminating with a Regents Examination in June.  Some of the topics we will be learning about include scientific method, genetics, evolution, ecology, reproduction and development, and human impact on the environment.   

Course Assessment and Grading

The more methods of assessment opportunities provided, the greater the chance for student success.  Students will be graded on a points system incorporating each of the following forms of assessment.  The student’s average is determined by dividing the number of points they earned in one quarter by the total points available.  

Cumulative Quarterly Exam


~   120 - 200 points

Exams 





~   60 - 100 points each

Quizzes





~   10 - 40 points each

Homework





~   5 points each

Labs






~   10-20 points each

Participation and Productivity


~   20 - 30 points per quarter
Classwork and special projects

to be determined according to assignment

Exams and Quizzes

All exams are created using Regents style questions in order to effectively prepare you for the New York State exam in June.  All exams and most quizzes will be announced. At the end of each quarter students will be given a cumulative exam assessing ALL material from the beginning of the year up until that point. Recommended Internet sites for practice questions:

www.regentsprep.org (free)

www.barronsregents.com (subscription required)
Extra Help Hours – Room 314

Monday: 
2:15 – 2:50pm

Thursday:
2:15 – 2:50pm

Learning Center Hours – Room 133

Period 2 on days 1, 3 & 5
The Learning Center

The purpose of the learning center is to provide students with access to extra help from teachers during the school day. Visit Room 133 during your lunch/off periods. There should be a science teacher there EVERY period.

Homework

Homework will be assigned on a daily basis.  All absentee work must be made up in a timely fashion in order to receive credit.  Daily folders hang in the class containing handouts for those who were absent.  You are responsible for getting notes and homework assignments by attending extra help or asking a responsible fellow classmate.
Labs

New York State requires a minimum of 1,200 minutes of lab work for all Living Environment students.  Labs will be kept on file in individual lab folders.  You will not be permitted to sit for the Regents exam if these labs have not been completed and turned in.  There are 4 specific labs required by New York State that will be assessed on Part D of the Regents Exam in June.
Effort 

Remaining productive and on task is an integral part of the classroom.  If you arrive on time, prepared to work, provide NO distractions to the teacher or your fellow students, follow instructions, work diligently on individual assignments, group work, and labs, abide by all laboratory safety procedures, and overall, meet our class expectations, you will receive full credit for your participation grade. 1 point will be deducted for each day that a student arrives late to class, or without a pen, pencil, or paper!
Special Assignments

As we move through different topics during the year, special assignments may arise.  You may be required to work independently or cooperatively.  Each project will be fully outlined and explained in further detail at a later date, and may include posters, models, research and PowerPoint presentations, etc.  

Cell Phones


Cellular phones are NOT permitted in the classrooms or in the halls! Cell phones that are visible during class time will be confiscated by a teacher and sent down to the main office. If you have to get in touch with your child, please call the main office to avoid class disruption.
If you have any questions regarding the course, please do not hesitate to ask.  Communication is very important in the field of science!  I am looking forward to working with you this year.  I hope to share my passion for science with you, particularly my love of Biology and the Living Environment.

The best way to reach me is by email at sburt@bellmore-merrick.k12.ny.us. You can also call the main office at 992-1400. My best wishes to you for a successful school year.  











Sincerely,











Mrs. Femminella
PAGE  

